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The greatness of a community is most 
accurately measured by the compassionate 
actions of its members.
Coretta Scott King

As the school term becomes unfamiliar and distant. I wanted to fall 
back on the strong sense of the word ‘community’. We are all part of 
many communities and with the unfamiliar events occurring around the 
world, now more than ever we need to band together and look after one 
another, reach out to the vulnerable and support those small businesses 
around us. Something I read online, every red light eventually turns 
green – we need to take care of ourselves and we are becoming more 
dependent on one another to do this. We need to continue to build on 
the values we already have and uphold – fairness, kindness, accountability, 
resilience, respect and courage. 

May we continue to support teachers, health care professionals, truck 
drivers, supermarket workers and the people that are showing their sense 
of community by actively doing their job.

Over the past fortnight I have read many articles about teachers and 
what our role has become. One that stuck with me was that we are doing 
an incredible service. We are having the difficult conversations, we are 
providing stability and routine, we are managing moods and different 
behaviours, teaching hygiene, lifting spirits and continuing to provide that 
safe, familiar place for children. I am proud to be a teacher in this difficult 
time and want to not only be there for my own students but for my own 
two children too. 

Romans 12:5
So in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others.

Submitted by Katie Jeffery 

Upcoming Events

WEEK 10
SAT 4 APRIL
• Daylight Savings Ends

WEEK 11
WED 8 APRIL
• Last day for students - Parent/Teacher 
Interviews (Evening)

THU 9 APRIL
• Term 1 Concludes - Parent/Teacher 
Interviews (all day) Pupil Free Day



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Harmony Week

From the Acting Principal
NON-ESSENTIAL GATHERINGS
A huge thank you to parents for their continued 
support during this difficult time. Updates are regularly 
being sent home on most measures but some details 
on other non-essential gathering

•   Tri-skills has been cancelled for the rest of the term

•   Coordination session for R/1 students have been 
postponed indefinitely

•   All volunteers have been asked to stay at home

•   Instrumental lessons have been postponed 
indefinitely

We have made all of these decisions with the best 
interests of students in mind.

CHILDREN NEED TO BE CHILDREN
Much of the discussion about education at the moment 
is about online learning. This will be an important factor 
for education moving forward, no doubt. 

However, play, getting outside, getting creative and 
being active, continue to be just as, if not more 
important. This time, whether it be structured or 
unstructured, inside or outdoors, will ensure children 
get to be children in the most natural way possible.  

This might feel like an inefficient use of ‘learning time’ 
but learning is enhanced by these experiences. As an 
adult you can support this by…

•   Asking questions to promote thinking 

•   Modelling skills and learning

•   Looking for natural, everyday explorations and 
helping children find these 

•   Letting children start their own explorations

•   Leading reflection through conversation and 
suggesting new ideas

This time of play and wonder for our children right now 
is crucial to provide them with the space to maintain 
their own routine and wellbeing. 

UNIFORM SHOP CLOSED
Please note that we will be closing the uniform shop 
from now for the interim period to enable us to divert 
important resources elsewhere, and to ensure that 
we limit unnecessary visits to the school. We will send 
updates about this early next term.

CANTEEN CHANGES
This week, the canteen will operate as normal. From 
next week, we will no longer be accepting cash for 
canteen orders for hygiene reasons. Parents have the 
option to pay individually at the office using eftpos, or 
pay a larger amount (for example, $20) to have in credit 
for a number of smaller purchases. Chris Semmler will 
record purchases and keep track of this amount. If you 
have money at the canteen in this way, please call or 
email Chris or the admin office by the end of this term 
to arrange to have the remainder refunded to you.

From the beginning of next term, there will be a very 
limited canteen menu and we will not accept any cash 
payments for canteen items. We understand that some 
families will need this service from time to time if items 
are difficult to source. In order for us to reduce food 
handling and infection risk wherever possible, we will be 
providing a very limited service in the form of standard 
lunch packs with standard pricing. More information will 
be shared about this prior to Term 2.

Jason Fay|Acting Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS- IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION
In light of the current climate, the decision has been 
made for all Parent Teacher Interviews to be conducted 
over the phone. This has implications for the current 
schedule, however please note that Thursday 9 April 
will still be a Pupil Free Day. We are still awaiting 
completion of an upgrade to our phone system. 
Information about bookings will be communicated to 
parents and caregivers as soon as possible. Thanks for 
your understanding and patience as we gather new 
information and implement it in readiness for Parent 
Teacher Interviews.



LIBRARY UPDATE
Thank you to Wendy McLeod and her Library team for 
putting in the following measures during the COVID-19 
outbreak:

•   All returned library books and readers will go into 
‘quarantine’ for a few days. This has been suggested as 
a precaution that can be taken by the Australian Library 
and Information Association. 

•   The Library team are collecting library returns from 
classrooms and sanitising library surfaces regularly.

•  Library morning break activities will continue but we 
will move them outside (weather permitting). 

•   All classes will meet in the Picture Book area where 
we can spread out more.

BRINGING RESOURCES TO SCHOOL
Please do not bring craft materials like cardboard 
boxes and plastic into school for children to use for art 
or Wonder Time. Thanks for your understanding.

CONGRATULATIONS MAX HITCH
Max attended four weeks 
of cricket tryouts. He was 
delighted to be selected 
to represent the Adelaide 
North East District 
SAPSASA cricket team 
at the State Carnival. He 
played four matches over 
four days from the 16th 
to the 19th of March.  All 
matches were closely 
contested with great 
sportsmanship on both 

sides. The team was successful in winning two of the 
four matches, including the divisional position final.  
Max had a great time, extended his cricket skills and 
made new friends. Special thanks to cricket coach Bill 
Daniel and the teams who travelled; from all over South 
Australia, to make it a fantastic week. 

USEFUL LINKS TO SUPPORT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
AT THIS TIME
Australian Government Department of Health 

The Department of Health has developed a collection 
of resources for the general public, health professionals 
and industry about coronavirus (COVID-19), including 
translated resources. https://bit.ly/38OOwHe  

World Health Organization 

The World Health Organization provides information 
and guidance regarding the current outbreak of 
coronavirus disease. https://bit.ly/3cQUwCw  

Australian Psychology Society

The Australian Psychology Society provide resources for 
those who have high anxiety around this time. https://
www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/5a4f6500-b5af-4482-
9157-5392265d53ce/20APS-IS-COVID-19-Public-P2_1.
pdf 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

From our Community Chaplain 
HOW TO KEEP THE GREATER GOOD IN MIND
In times of crisis we often hear so much about people 
taking advantage of others, and all the corrupt things 
happening in our society. Through news and social 
media, these stories are told and retold over and over 
again. It is quite hard to avoid thinking about them, and 
then talking about them to others too.
However, it is possible to ‘flick the switch’ in our mind 
and hearts, and focus on all the good happening 
everywhere. In an article I read “How to Keep the 
Greater Good in Mind during the Coronavirus 
Outbreak” by Jill Suttie, a writer for Greater Good 
Magazine, she stresses the importance of looking 
towards each other to help us get through. 

https://bit.ly/38OOwHe  
https://bit.ly/3cQUwCw 
https://www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/5a4f6500-b5af-4482-9157-5392265d53ce/20APS-IS-COVID-19-Public-P2_1.pdf  
https://www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/5a4f6500-b5af-4482-9157-5392265d53ce/20APS-IS-COVID-19-Public-P2_1.pdf  
https://www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/5a4f6500-b5af-4482-9157-5392265d53ce/20APS-IS-COVID-19-Public-P2_1.pdf  
https://www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/5a4f6500-b5af-4482-9157-5392265d53ce/20APS-IS-COVID-19-Public-P2_1.pdf  


Acts of Kindness - there are so many acts of goodness 
happening around the world. It is possible we can and 
in many cases, already are, pull together to help those 
in need and share ideas that we can all benefit from. 

Here are a few to pass on:

Practical Help
Practical help for families - Mum’s at the Table have set 
up a private Facebook group to help mums who are 
having difficulties buying everyday essentials for their 
family The ‘Mums At The Table Marketplace’ works like 
any other buy-and-sell group on Facebook with one 
big difference: anything listed on the page has to be 
free. It will be a dedicated space for group members to 
both ask for or offer help. https://www.facebook.com/
groups/MATTmarketplace   

Self-Organsing
People are self-organising to help those in need - 
groups are springing up around the world and in 
our own community, where people can offer and 
ask for help from their neighbours. People are giving 
away food, offering to foster animals, and picking up 
medication for others. My favourite so far is a card 
created by a woman in the UK to be dropped off with 
neighbours who are self-isolating, offering help with 
shopping or a friendly phone call.  

There are so many wonderful stories - a young boy 
sharing supplies in the supermarket with the elderly, 

young girls sewing squares of fabric for home use if 
toilet rolls remain scarce, a green or red card in the 
window of houses to let neighbours know if they are 
green OK or red NEED HELP, and people stocking up 
their friend’s houses with food and supplies when they 
are returning from overseas or interstate travel.  There 
are many, many more I am sure.

So let’s keep spreading love and compassion for others 
at this time and keep the ideas flowing.

If anyone would like extra support at this time, via 
phone call or email, please contact me anytime. Louise 
Venning, Community Chaplain, lvenning@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au or 0416008129.

CLASS CARER SUPPORT NETWORK LETTER
Last week we sent out a letter and form, looking for 
expressions of interest to help others in our school 
community in a practical way. Thank you to those 
who have returned the forms to school. This is a way 
to broaden our network beyond Class Carers to help 
families in tough times such as hospitalisation, illness 
grief or loss.  A list will be complied which will become a 
support base of willing and able contacts.  If you would 
like another copy of the form – if yours went missing, 
there are more available in the Front Office, or it can be 
sent home by email. Many thanks for your support.

General News
Information regarding Term 1 School Fees has been 
emailed out to all families. Please read this information 
carefully. If you have any questions, please email 
accountsreceivable@stpaulba.sa.edu.au or call 08 7078 
854.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MATTmarketplace    
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MATTmarketplace    
mailto:lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
SERVICES AT ST PAUL
It has been a possibility for a time now, given the situation with the 
COVID-19 outbreak, that worship within the St Paul Church building may 
have to cease. Due to a number of factors, including the extra sanctions 
the Australian Government announced 22 March, the St Paul Church 
Leadership Council have prayerfully and carefully considered whether 
services should continue or not. They have decided that it is their duty of 
care to all of the members of the community to cease holding worship 
in the St Paul building until further notice. This means there will be no 
services held at St Paul this Sunday 29 March. This does not mean we will 
not worship; we will just worship differently. We are planning alternative 
worship opportunities and look forward to meaningful connections during 
this time. Kylie and Nicole in our Church office are preparing resources 
for online worship and other options for non-internet users. We will 
communicate more about those as they are made available. If you would 
like any further information please ask or feel free to see what the LCA are 
announcing in response to the situation on their website at https://www.
lca.org.au/lca-covid-19-response/ 

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL – ON HOLD
Please note Playgroup @St Paul will be on hold until further notice. For 
families stuck at home with busy little children, the Playgroup Victoria 
website has some wonderful activities for young ones to do at home. Check 
out their ‘20 days of play at home’ webpage, which has a wonderful array 
of fun and interesting activities to keep little children entertained. https://
www.playgroup.org.au/news/20-days-of-play-at-home/. 

NOVO CAMP - CANCELLED
NOVO, the Blueprint Ministries (SA-NT District) camp for young people in 
Years 7 to 12, scheduled for this April has been cancelled. We look forward 
to the next camp in the Blueprint Ministries calendar later in the year in July 
and we will advertise this closer to the date.
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